


Where is Department of Sociology?



Department of Sociology
Address: Rooseveltplatz 2, 1090 Vienna



Whereabouts

• The courses of the Department of Sociology are usually held either at 
the Department of Sociology, in the main building of the University of 
Vienna or at NIG („neues Institutsgebäude“).

• The Department of Sociology is situated at Rooseveltplatz 2, a five 
minutes' walk from the main building of the University of Vienna. In 
addition to the lecture rooms ("Seminarräume") on the first floor, it 
hosts the Sociology and Political Science Library, computer labs for 
students, a room maintained by the students' representatives for 
hanging out and networking (the so-called "BAGRU-Kammerl", turn to 
the left as you enter the building) as well as the offices of ERASMUS 
Coordinator assoz. Prof. Dr. Elisabeth Scheibelhofer and her assistant 
Anna-Greta Mittelberger (1st floor, room 102).



Department of Sociology

• Gound-floor (Erdgeschoss)
- Sociology and Political Science Library
- (open hours: https://bibliothek.univie.ac.at/fb-

soziologie/en/oeffnungszeiten.html )
- Student representation BaGru rooms (see below for more 

information)
- Computer room with opportunity to copy

(https://www.soz.univie.ac.at/institut/pc-raum-
kopiermoeglichkeiten/ )

https://bibliothek.univie.ac.at/fb-soziologie/en/oeffnungszeiten.html
https://www.soz.univie.ac.at/institut/pc-raum-kopiermoeglichkeiten/


Department of Sociology

• First floor (1. Stock)
- Seminar rooms 1, 2 and 3 – main sociological seminar rooms
- Office of the ERASMUS+ student assistant Anna-Greta Mittelberger

• Second floor (2. Stock) – employee (professors, student assistants, 
etc.) offices

• Third floor (3. Stock):
- Student Service Point (Studienservicestelle) sociology
- (office hours: https://soziologie.univie.ac.at/ts/studienservicestelle-

soziologie/ )

https://soziologie.univie.ac.at/ts/studienservicestelle-soziologie/


Department of Sociology

• Third floor (3. Stock)
- Offices of employees
• Forth floor (4. Stock)
- Offices of employees



Sociology in Austria and 
Vienna…



Austrian sociology

• The Austrian sociology didn’t develop straightforward.
• There were so many historical influences like WWI, the dissolution of 

the Austro-Hungarian empire and the following economic recession
and Nazism interrupted the development of the academic tradition of 
Sociology.

• Unfortunately, many good sociologists left Austria due to Nazism and 
continued their research in exile. 



History of Vienna sociology

Vienna sociology has a long tradition of 
research in the field of humanities and social 
sciences. 

The first works which are mentioned in Austria 
in the field of descriptive-systematizing 
sociology have mostly been analyzed through 
the perspective of political economy and were 
written in the 17th  century by the 
“Kameralisten”. 



History of Vienna sociology

Some of their ideas were more of 
literary interest than of scientific: 
E.g. Philipp Wilhelm von Hoernigk
suggested to typify a society’s 
working mentality according to 
the preferred alcoholic drink in 
the region. Thus, countries with a 
high consumption of beer are 
hard-working, while countries 
whose population prefers wine 
are lazy. 





History of Vienna Sociology: The Marienthal Study
• One of the most important and influential studies in the field of 

methodology was “Marienthal. The Sociography of Unemployed 
Community” from Paul Lazarfeld, Maria Jahoda and Hans Zeisel 

• Researchers observed how the widespread long-standing 
unemployment due to the closing of the textile factory affected 
people in the small city Marienthal



The Marienthal Study
• For their study, they used a number of different, very creative 

methods, ranging from measuring the time it takes people walk from 
one end of the main square to the other, to analyzing official 
statistics, initiating a contest among school children for essays on the 
topic “How do I imagine my future?” , analyzing time budgets, etc. 

• The results of this study are still relevant. One of the most interesting 
results was that early the research scientists thought people who 
don’t work become more politically active and in fact quite the 
reverse was true: people became more hopeless and apathetic.



Paul Lazarsfeld

• Austrian-American sociologist
• Founder of modern empirical sociology
• Contributed significantly to quantitative 

research methods (statistical survey analysis, 
panel methods, latent structure analysis etc.)

• Advancement of media effects research
• Has been President of the American 

Sociological Association(ASA) and the 
American Association for Public Opinion 
Research



Marie Jahoda

• Austrian-British social psychologist
• Grande Dame of European socialism
• Contributed significantly to the analysis of the 

Studies on Prejudice
• In 1958 Jahoda developed the theory of Ideal 

Mental Health. Through her work she 
identified five categories which she said were 
vital to feelings of well-being (1982, 87). These 
were: time structure, social contact, collective 
effort or purpose, social identity or status, and 
regular activity



Some significant Austrian sociologists
• Karin Knorr Cetina
Well known for her work on epistemology and social constructionism
• Alfred Schütz
One of the twentieth century's leading philosophers of social science; his 
work bridged sociological and phenomenological traditions
• Eugen Ehrlich 
Widely regarded as one of the primary founders of the modern field of 
sociology of law
• Viola Klein
Her most prolific research engagements concerned women´s social roles; the 
Role Theory; the Sociology of Knowledge



The institutionalization of Sociology
• The institutionalization of Sociology in Vienna started after WW II: The 

Department of Sociology was established in 1950 at the Faculty of Law and 
Political Science. 

• From 1966, there was a possibility to graduate in sociology as an 
independent discipline within the framework of the Faculty of Social and 
Economic Sciences of the University of Vienna. 

• Two years later a decision was made to establish sociology as a study 
programme that was embedded in the humanities. 1975 the Faculty of 
Philosophy was renamed as the Faculty of Basic and Integrative Sciences. 

• Consequently, from 1973 there were two departments of sociology at the 
University of Vienna, each supervising the same degree programme but 
with different emphases. There were also two different buildings. 





Fun facts
This address had also been important for Max Weber when he spent 
some time teaching in Vienna in 1918, because the “Restaurant zum
goldenen Hirschen” was located there, where he liked to sit together 
with his students after lectures. During his time in Vienna, Weber 
stayed at Skodagasse 15, in Pension Baltic. He was very satisfied with 
his stay in Vienna, the only thing that was getting on his nerves were 
his room neighbors, a couple that was making very loud noises, 
especially after lunch…



The institutionalization of Sociology
• Interesting facts: 
1. The focus of sociology at the Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences was more 

on quantitative research methods and the focus of sociology at the Faculty of 
Basic and Integrative Sciences was more on qualitative research methods

2. There were already in 90s a variety of special sociologies like “Sociology of 
Sexuality”, “Music Sociology”, “Sociology of the Border”, “Medicine Sociology”, 
“Transport Sociology”, “Sociology of social rebel being”, “Sociology of Everyday 
Life”

3. As well as many very special seminars like “TV society”, “People’s behavior in 
extreme situations”, “Chaos theory, feminist analysis”, “Ecological endgame”, 
“Women and new technologies”, “The rituals of pubescence”, “Motherly role 
and disciplining”, “Bicycle as the historical symbol of social change”, 
“Sociological aspects of the evil”, “Normality and pathology of the feminity”, 
“Acceptance criteria of film”, “Measure of image”

• In 2000 it moved to its current location at Rooseveltplatz 2 and since 2007 there 
has been one integrated Sociology curriculum.





Board at the Department of Sociology

Maximilianplatz
-younger brother of emperor Francis Joseph I
-career in the navy
-declared himself emperor of Mexico 1864
Dollfußplatz
-Engelbert Dollfuß introduced system of 
„Austrofascism“ 1934
-assassined by Nazis 1934, successor Kurt 
Schuschnigg
-until “Anschluss” (annexation) of Austria by 
Hitler-Germany in 1938



Board at the Department of Sociology

Goeringplatz
-founder of Gestapo
-commander-in-chief of Luftwaffe (air force)
Rooseveltplatz
-U.S. President 1933-1945
- Austria occupied by Allied powers between 
1945-55
-Vienna 4 zones
-1st district shared between 4 powers
-9th district was part of U.S. American zone



Research at the Department of Sociology

Research interests of the Department include:

• Work / Organisation / Gender
• Family / Generations / Life Course / Health
• Migration / Ethnicity / Social Inequality
• Knowledge / Culture / Visual Worlds

Research focus of empirical methods: 

• Image, film and media analysis
• Interpretative methodologies and methods
• Complex methods of statistical analysis



Studienvertretung | Basisgruppe 
Student representation

What we do:
 Support for students

• advice in terms of study matters, organisation, and scheduling (but 
you can also contact us regarding other questions you may have
while in Vienna  )

• distributing information with relevance for sociologists or
students in Vienna in general

• open tutorials for networking, group activities and learning

 Political participation at the institute, university, and in society
• delegating representants of students for university institutions
• taking part in current political discourses and certain actions
• direct democratic / consensus decission-making
• Everyone is invited to participate in the StV|BaGru



Contact details

BaGru hast it‘s own room at the institute, right behind the entrance at the
left-hand side

If you want to participate, visit our next plenum meeting (every
Wednesday at 4pm)

Mail: stv.soziologie@univie.ac.at

Web:  http://www.univie.ac.at/bagru_soziologie/ 
https://forum.bagru-soziologie.at/

Social Media: BaGru Soziologie

mailto:stv.soziologie@univie.ac.at
https://forum.bagru-soziologie.at/


• Xenia Piskunova (texts, concept, compilation of
presentation)

• Helena Hagauer (texts, concept)
• Department of Sociology / University of Vienna

All pictures were taken from the free stock 
photos/illustrations or personal photos. If you 
recognize some picture of yours you want to have 
it deleted, please wirte an email to
anna-greta.mittelberger@univie.ac.at


	Foliennummer 1
	Where is Department of Sociology?
	Department of Sociology
	Whereabouts
	Department of Sociology
	Department of Sociology
	Department of Sociology
	Foliennummer 8
	Austrian sociology
	History of Vienna sociology
	History of Vienna sociology
	Foliennummer 12
	History of Vienna Sociology: The Marienthal Study
	The Marienthal Study
	Paul Lazarsfeld
	Marie Jahoda
	Some significant Austrian sociologists
	The institutionalization of Sociology
	Foliennummer 19
	Fun facts
	The institutionalization of Sociology
	Foliennummer 22
	Board at the Department of Sociology
	Board at the Department of Sociology
	Research at the Department of Sociology
	Foliennummer 26
	Contact details
	Foliennummer 28

