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Organization Project name In response to 

Overseas Professional Mandarin Teaching 
Project

1. providing Mandarin teaching services 
2. promoting Taiwanese culture overseas
3. improving bilateral relations

Dispatching Mandarin teacher around the 
world 

1. the global demand for Chinese language 
education

2. promoting Taiwanese culture

Eight-year Chinese Language Education 
Promotion Plan / One Character Project(一
字計畫)

1. expanding overseas demand &  increase 
the influence of Taiwan in teaching 
Chinese 

2. increasing the population of Chinese 
language learners.

3. increasing Taiwan's visibility

New Southbound talent development 
program / Taiwan connection(2017-2020) fostering bilateral exchange and mutual 

resources sharing

Mandarin (Chinese) teachers are dispatched by



THE AMOUNT 
OF DISPATCHING 
MANDARIN 
TEACHER

• 17 Mandarin teachers were dispatched to 
10 partner countries to provide professional 
Mandarin teaching. (2019)

• Cooperating Country: Palau, Jordan, Turkey, 
St.Vincent and the Grenadines, Haiti, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Belize, Paraguay

• 218 Mandarin teachers were 
dispatched to 17 countries  (2019)



The Cross-Strait competition 
Confucius institute / classrooms

(Hanban,2018)



The view and expectations from the front 
lines  
• A survey from 11 experienced teachers 
• How do they spread the seeds of Taiwanese culture? 
• Culture definitions(Williams , 1976) 

1) a general process of intellectual, spiritual and aesthetic development 
2) a particular way of life 
3) the works and practices of intellectual and especially artistic activity



Being a Taiwanese Mandarin teacher… 

• What is your mission? 
→Taiwanese cultures transmission , promoting Taiwan as a place of acceptance 

of diversity .

“Taiwan not only retains the inherent Chinese culture but also integrates 
multicultural values. It is commendable. Teachers' behaviors and demeanor 
are live advertisements, and students can certainly appreciate it.” (Ms. L)



Teaching Mandarin Chinese & cultures?

• In your teaching, how much language do/did you teach, compared to 
culture? (Mode: 70.8 %; Min. 65% ; Max.100%)

• Do/Did you separate  Taiwanese and universal Chinese cultures? 
(No:63.5%)

• What are the most common ways or methods of teaching  ‘Culture’ ? 
(videos, experiencing ie. field trips , handcraft )

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Experiencing – 2nd definition of culture, ‘ the way of everyday life.’  3rd definition  - learning in joy , making handy craft / culture class with vocabulary and simple sentences. 



Teaching Mandarin Chinese & cultures?

• Which cultural theme do you teach most often?
→Festivals

• How do you distinguish regional culture (such as Aboriginal culture, 
Minnan culture), modern Taiwan culture and universal Chinese culture?
→Due to the diversity of Taiwanese cultures, the survey participants do not teach 

Taiwanese cultures. Instead, they distinguish the differences in pragmatics and 
phonetics.  



Being a Taiwanese Mandarin teacher… 

• What characteristics and advantages does Taiwan Mandarin teaching 
have ?
→Traditional characters, lively didactics, ICT skills, political discussions based on 

the idea of freedom of thought

• Under the wave of global Chinese learning, how should Taiwanese 
Mandarin teachers position themselves in a highly competitive 
market?
→Assembling teacher union, interdisciplinary teaching 



The biggest challenges?

• The demand of learning Chinese has been declining 
• The students’ motivation  
• The political pressure in and out of the education organisations 
• The lack of education resources ( in Taiwan & overseas)



Ideology 

• “the culture/ideology landscape is inescapably marked by relations of 
POWER and POLITICS. “ (Storey, 2001)

1. Ideological forms to present a particular image of the world 

2. Ideology operates mainly on the level of connotations

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
culture and ideology do cover much the same conceptual landscape.  The main difference between them  is that ideology brings a political dimension to the shared terrain. 



Suggestions from my views

•While teaching Mandarin internationally, Taiwanese teachers need 
to keep their strengths and develop a new ‘teaching orientation’ to 
meet the new concepts of global citizens and interculturality. 

• Which is the value , how do we evaluate , why do we need to do  it?

•The teachers need to distinguish Taiwanese cultures from the 
universal Chinese culture because it is the evidence to demonstrate 
modern multi-cultural society is remodelling. 



Anthropocene, ideology , interdisciplinary  
1. Borrowing the conceptual materials from “The man with compound eyes (Wu

Ming-Yi,2003)” and apply them to the Anthropocene  people start to value the 
ecological concepts from learning Mandarin and its philosophy, of the daily 
practices*, then see the effects. (i.e. 2018 TOP 3 in recycling, sustainability, and 
green industry)

2. The learners can practice Mandarin Chinese with an Intercultural communicative 
competence framework based on the relevant topics of  Taiwan.  As a benefit the 
students not only will increase their language knowledge, helping them to 
communicate better, but also learn core concepts of Taiwanese culture from 
interacting and debating in the related discourse.

*207 Top 2 world leader in recycling  : https://www.eunomia.co.uk/reports-tools/recycling-who-really-leads-the-wor

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
https://opinion.cw.com.tw/blog/profile/416/article/5954 (台灣是世界前三名的資源回收大國，為什麼國際形象始終沒跟上？, Mark Stocker, 2017)

https://buzzorange.com/techorange/2017/08/11/taiwan-is-top-environmental-protection/
https://www.eunomia.co.uk/reports-tools/recycling-who-really-leads-the-world/


Geographic position & 
Multicultural capacity
• Hub of East Asia and  the American continent  
• Multi-cultural residents 
• First Democratic regime / government
• Transforming from Past Trauma (Totalitarian, 

Japanese colonised)
• The way of living in harmony with nature
• Freedom of speech, equal marriage rights

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
I am listing the following topics for future learns of Mandarin Chinese , and to show what are the chartists Taiwan owns.



謝謝您的聆聽！
Thank you for your attention!

Cheng-ming.chung@univie.ac.at 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
As a result, from the comparative approach in this case study, the expectations match. we can see through Ms Liu’s opinion, even though Taiwanese mandarin teachers have not taught the Taiwanese culture much, comparing to the linguistic elements. However,  the teachers are shifting the connotations of Taiwanese culture,  i.e. What they teach, how they interact. These represent Taiwanese cultures. Of course, In this way, it is not quite systematic. but soft power exists and cultural diplomacy impacts. 
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